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Abstract: This is the second report on Rural Community Trends, and 
is therefore the continuation of Missouri Agricultural Experiment Station 
Research Bulletin 161. It is an experiment in measuring the social status 
and trends in rural communities by means of annual index numbers. The 
first report gave the results for the first year only. This report describes 
the developments of the second and third years, presents the index number 
results for three years, and includes a fuIl set of directions and forms 
which may be used by a rural community in applying the project to itself. 
As a basic approach to rural community organization this project seems to 
involve community values of more than usual significance. 
Map I.-Location of the Five Participating Communities. 
Rural Community Trends; 
Second Report 
HENRY ]. BURT 
PRELIMINARY STATEMENT 
Relation to the Previous Report.-In 1930 the Missouri Agri-
cultural Experiment Station undertook a recurrent annual survey 
of the social status and trends in selected rural communities. In 
that year the project was applied to three communities, and in Oc-
tober 1931 the first report was published. * 
The aim of this project is to combine the survey process with 
the community scoring technique in such a way as to derive an 
annual community index number to show the status and trend of 
the major community interests. The interests measured are the 
folIowing: (1) Public Schools, (2) Health Conditions, (8) Utilities 
and Public Service, (4) Finance, Wealth and Trade, and (5) Civic 
and Religious Interests. Since the findings provide a continuous 
anual service of information as a basis for constructive commu-
nity programs, this project may be regarded as a basic approach to 
rural community organization. 
The first report included a detailed account of the selection of 
the community interests to be measured , the selection of the nu-
merous index number components used in the measurements, the 
~election of the areas of study, the enlistment of local cooperation, 
the collection of the data, the index number results for the three 
original communities, and some notes on the significance ancl the 
continuance of the study. 
Value of the Project.-(1) This project sets up a standardized 
(though flexible) plan of measurement applicable to any rural com-
munity of moderate size whose boundary can be fairly well defined. 
Through a uniform method of procedure, and a tested set of meas-
urements, it offers the rural community a means whereby it can 
discover its own status, and its own trend of development. (2) 
'l'his project is not "just another survey". To the survey method 
it adds the vital factors of continuity of effort and comparative 
measurement. The repeated annual check-up helps to overcome 
*Burt. Henry J., Rural CO'l1l 1mL1lity Trends, Missouri Agricultural Experiment Station, 
Research Bulletin 161. 
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the great weight of social inertia so characteristic of the rural com-
munity. It replaces spasmodic effort with a continually revised 
program of building at the weakest points. (3) A third value of 
this project is the inter-community emulation which it fosters. It 
supersedes the petty rivalry of athletic prowess by centering the 
attention upon more substantial community interests. (4:) In 
placing emphasis on the group method of getting results it tends to 
O'trengthen social control, to stimulate socialized leadership and to 
loster the general movement of rural cooperation . (5) The edu-
cational influence of the many standards used in the index number 
measurements is a very important value of this project. 
Purpose of This Report.-The chief aim of the previous report 
was to derive the community index number components and to show 
how these measurements applied to the 1930 status of the three 
original communities. The purpose of the present report is: (1) 
r1'o describe the developments in the second and third years of the 
project; (2) To present the index number ratings of the three orig-
inal communities for three years, and of two additional commu-
nities for two years ; and (3) To give an outline and a complete 
set of forms and directions for carrying on this project in any rural 
community. 
1. DEVELOPMENTS OF THE SECOND YEAR 
With the presentation of the index number findings before a 
community-wide meeting in each of the three original communities 
the work of the first year was completed. Each community meet-
ing appointed a continuation committee whose task was two-fold: 
(1) To go over the index number findings very carefully and make 
recommendations as to specific projects which should be under-
taken, with plans for carrying them out, and (2) To act as a local 
survey committee to collect the data for the ensuing year. The fol-
lowing section relative to the action of these committees is reprint-
ed from the first report. * 
Action of the Continuation Committees.-In each case the con-
tinuation committee met with a representative of the Agricultural 
Experiment Station shortly after the community meeting. Each com-
mittee gave consideration to the items which had been presented 
to its respective community meeting as. needing special attention. 
Projects were selected and plans were made for carrying them out. 
Each committee prepared a report of its action, and made public 
*Ibid. pp. 38 and 39. 
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the report. A selected list of the projects taken from these records 
IS Cjuoted below: 
1. "Medical and Dental Inspection of School Children. 
The record of the ................................................ community on this item was gone over to 
see wbat districts most need attention. It was! reported tbat the Health COlUmittee of 
the P. T. A. has charge of this matter. 
Pia,,: Since the Health Committee is now working on tbis project the Community Survey 
Committee voted to commend this work and to offer cooperation if needed." 
2. "Vaccination of School Children for Smallpox and Immunization for Diphtheria. 
After a long 4isou5,ion the Committee agreed that if these items could be taken care 
of for every chIld It w,ould go a long way toward insuring the good health of the community. 
The. arr.angements w~lch all fi.rst-clas~ communities have for requiring vaccination and im-
mU111za lOn before chIldren are allowed to attend school were discussed. 
Pia,,: It was decided to as.!< the School B'oard to pass a regulation which would require; every 
pupil to have an effective vaccination for smallpox hefore he is allowed to come to school 
this fall. This is to apply to all pupils, regardless of grade. In the second place it was de· 
cided to ask the School Board to recommend to the pare!lts that every boy and girl be given 
an immunization for diphtheria befor~ coming to school this fall/' 
3. "Quarantining of Communicable Diseases. 
The importance of quarantining all diseases listed by the State Board of Health as need· 
ing quarantine was recognized by the Committee. Dissatisfaction was expressed over the 
way the quarantine placard was placed by the county health officer, however. 
Pta'll: :Mr ............................................... was asked to investigate the pr~sent method of having 
the county health officer quarantine diseases far removed from The County Seat, to find out 
how much this costs the county and to s'ee if better coope!1ati,on can be \vorked out 
for quarantine. He is to report to the Community Survey Committee." 
4. "Reporting of Communicable Diseases. 
It was agreed that the reporting of all communicable eliseases to the County Health of· 
ficer and the strict quarantining of all diseases listed by the State Board of Health as needing 
qmlrantine are m.atters of vital coneenl to all members of the community and to the State and 
n~ltion at large. 
The State law which assesses a nne of $50.00 for {'yery case of communicable disease 
not reported by the physician attending, or not reported by the parent in cases where 110 
physician is in attendance, was di!ict1ssed. 
Plan.: In. view of the fact that many cases of communicable rliseases were nut reported, from 
the ............................................ Community in 1930, and in view of the menace to life which 
this condition creates, it was decided that the cor.1mittee shnuld work out, as' soon as possible, 
some means of bringing th~s matter to the attention of all the community people. Also, it 
was decided to recommend to the ............. ................. ",............... Homemakers Club that a meet-
ing be devoted to the discn~sion of communicabJe diseases and their control , somewhat as out-
lined ill the Missouri Public Health Manual, Book 4." 
5. "High School Enrollment and School Attendance. 
A Jist wns made of the twt!lv~ 8th grade graduate~. Also a list Wa~ prepared of those 
of scbool age who are not in school. 
Plan: It was decided to ask some competent person" in the community to talk with each boy 
and girl 011 the lists, with special attention toward the cncouragemen t of the 8tll g~ade grad· 
uates to attend high school. Stlpt ............................................... is to ~elect the persons in each 
case to talk to the boyar rdr!, and to have ~eneral :harge of the project." 
6. "School Expenoitures, etc. 
Since many of the items of the school index chart are technical mauers it was decided 
to leave their detailed consideration to the school people. It was thought best therefore to 
pass on to the school board and the school "uperintendent the offel" whIch the County 
Superintendent has made to meet with thern and to go over the: it~ms it they desire. 
Plan: Supt ............................................. was asked to bring tbis matter to the attention of the 
other school people and to arrange a meeting if they desire." 
7. "Community Hall. 
The Committee was interested i" the possibilities of ".curing a community hall. It was 
suggested that the German Church mi~ht be rented or purchased for the purpose. 
Pia,, : Mr. .. .......................................... was delegated to investigate the matter as to equipment 
price, and lI:eneral desirability of the huilding as a community hall, and to report to the Sur-
\'ey Committee." 
8. "Fire Protection and Pre\'t~l1tion. 
Sin'ce this community has had some disastrous fire:; in the last few year's the committee 
took a special interest in the need for greater fire protection and prevention. The advantages 
which would come in, the protection of life and property, and in the reduction of fire insur-
ance rates, were discussed. 
Plan: It was decided to ask County Ap;ent ............. ................................... to take charge of this 
project ill behalf of the community. This project inc1ueles an invitation to the Missouri Fire 
Prevention Association and to the Missouri J nspection .B'ureau to scnd two Tnell to the com· 
mtlllity who will discuss the methods of nre prevention and fire protection and answer all 
questions concel'nin~ insurance ratf'S. They will also ins-pect the buildings and tnake a list of 
all fire hazards found. The project also includes pians fol' the elimination of as many fire 
hazards as possible during the year, so the community will get credit £01' the pel' cent of 
hUl.ards eliminated. Finally this project is concerned with the pMsibilities of installing 
fire protection devices. ~uch as a c.hemical tank, a fire alarm. etc." 
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9. "Sunday School Attendance of Young People. • 
It was recognized that the increase of attendance of young people at Sunday School wag 
a difficult problem. It was agreed that a plan for checking the attendallce mrght, be an. aid. 
Plan: Tt was proposed to ask the public school teachers and the Sunday School Supermten. 
dents to act as a Sunday School Committee to work on this problem, witth Mr ............. ........... . 
........................ as chairman. The Superintendent of schools stated that he would provide a 
place on the weekly reports of the school teachers to repo~t each week me pupils who at· 
tended Sunday School the precedinl< Sunnay, and that he would pa~s the inform~tion along 
to the chairman of the committee. The Sunday School Committee IS urged to give careful 
consiclerati cn to the whole problem of Sunday School attendance of young people. and to 
devise other means, if possible. to improve the c;ituation." 
1 O. "Church Attendance of Adults. 
Plan: It was decided to ask the local preachers and the Sunday School superintendents to 
constitute a committee to study this problem and to carry out such plans as they think best. 
H.ev . ............................ ........... was asked to bl~ chairman of this comm!ttee." 
11. "Trading. 
The desirahility of stimulating general trading at the village center was discussed. T'he 
questi cll of makinJ;!' a trade survey of the community \vas taYen up. Benefits derived else· 
where from such a survev wen! related. It was rlecic1ed to take steps toward such a survey 
for the ........ ........ ............... : ................ Community. 
Plan: The committee recommended. hat the ........... ................. ........ Community Association fea· 
tllre a talk on the feasibility and advantages of a trade survey at thel, September or October 
meeting (or call a special meeting if necessary). It wa& decided to ask Prof ..................... ....... . 
of the College of Agriculture. who has had experience with trade surveys, to give a talk on 
this subject. If the people and home merchants seem favorable toward the idea the com· 
mittee plans to go ahead with the survey." 
12. "Water Supply and Sewage Disposal. 
Mr. ............ .................................. reported that th~ Sanitary l~ngi1leer of the State Board 
of Health has worked out a rating plan for inspel:tin~ and scoring the water supply and 
the sewage disposal of "v~ry home of the community. The Board has agreed to make a 
bacteriological test of every drinking water supply to see if it is free of contamination. Also 
the school grc>unds including the water supply and sewage disposal of each school, will 
be inspected if desired. 
Plan: The Committee voted to approve thi.s cooperation with the State Boal'd of Health and 
to ~ive them an invitation to c~lrry out the full 111a11 of inspection ." 
New Communities Added.-In the second year of study two 
rural communities (herein designated as communities D and E) 
,vere added. Community D is located in the same county (,Pettis) 
'with the original three. A main line of the Missouri Pacific Rail-
re·ad passes through this community. Whereas general farming 
predominates in the other communities there is a strong emphasis 
here on dairying. This is not a consolidated school area, yet it 
represents that area, (a village and four large rural school districts) 
which, in the judgment of the county superintendent of schools 
and the county farm agent, would normally form a high school 
consolidation. After two years of inclusion in the project this com-
munity appears essentially c9mparable with the others .. 
Community E is a consolidated school community in Boone 
County, composed of a village center and five outlying school dis-
tricts. General farming predominates. It rather closely resem-
bles the other communities in the study. More details concerning 
the description of the five communities will be given in a later sec-
tion called Data and Results. 
'Changes in Index Number Components.-Since a project of 
this kind requires experience for its most useful application, it is 
fortunate that the method of measurement employed is amenable to 
change. Provided the changes of a given year are made applicable 
equally to a11 participating communities there is no reason why 
RESEARCH BULLETIN 199 9 
a given item may not be added, deleted, or modified as need re-
quires. 
In the second year of the study the only changes made in the 
components were in the Health Index. The first of these was the 
addition of a ninth item called Percent Rating of School Sanitation.* 
The sanitary engineers of the State Board of Health, in suggesting 
that this item be added as a health measurement, proposed a rat-
ing scale covering the site, building, water supply, toilets, ventila-
tion, heating, lighting, cleaning, and personal hygiene. This ap-
pears as Form E under the subheading Forms For Collecting the 
Data, in Section IV. 
One of the sanitary engineers visited each school in each com-
munity to make this rating'. A bacteriological analysis was made 
of the water supply in each case. Several school wells were found 
to be badly contaminated. With the addition of school sanitation 
as the ninth component, the Health Index became the average of 
nine items instead of just the eight used for the first year. 
The second of the changes made in the Health Index was a 
more careful rating of family water supply and sewage disposal. 
In the first year an uncritical basis of rating had been used.** 
A series of rating scales to cover the various types of family 
water supply and sewage disposal were developed by the sanitary 
engineers for Our purpose. These scales are included as Forms 
F to M under the subheading Forms For Collecting the Data, in 
Section IV. Through the services of one of the sanitary engineers 
these rating scales were used in all the communities. A visit was 
made to each home in the vilJage center and to approximately 10% 
of the farms, selected at random. 
The average of the family water supply ratings was used as 
the community figure, and the sewage disposal ratings were like-
wise averaged. 
Second Presentation of Results.-The second year of this study 
ended, like the first, with the presentation of the findings to each 
community at a community meeting. A chart for each of the five 
divisions of community interests was prepared. These contained 
the data for all five communities, side by side, and gave the first 
year's results in comparison with those of the second year. All 
components which were lower in the second year were given in 
*See components used in the Health Index. p. 65. 
**For the first! year of- study a temp01'ary scale had to be used Wi" rating the water 
supply, This was based merely 011 type of supply. A driven well was rated as 1000/0, a dug 
weI! as 75%. a sPring as 50%, nnd a cistern as 25%. As to sewage disposal: an Imhoff or 
septic tank was rated as 100%, a cesspool or pipe drainage as 75%. a closed, fly-proof privy 
as 50%. and an open privy as 25%. . 
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red, and the community index numbers were likewise recorded m 
red wherever they showed a loss over the preceding year. 
The manner o·f presentation just described added considerable 
interest and value to the data. Any local citizen could observe 
whether his community had improved or had gone "into the red" 
on any single component, on any community interest, or on the 
total community status. He could also compare the status and the 
trend of his own community with that of the other four communi-
ties with regard to each of the categories just mentioned. 
The comparisons thus afforded made evident for the first time 
the strategic nature of this project, namely, that the results of the 
given year automatically enhance the results of the other years. The 
findings in terms of amount become endowed with all the significance 
implied in direction of change. It may be said that two years of a study 
of this kind yield a product more than twice as valuable as that of one 
year. From being a mere p·roduct study this project takes on in-
creasingly the character of a process. Instead of an "instantaneous 
photograph" "le have 'a " moving picture". Such considerations 
are influential in the decision of a community to continue the 
study, and in the willingness of the supporting agency to invest 
funds in it. 
II. DEVELOPMENTS OF THE THIRD YEAR 
Action of the Continuation Committees.-Following the pres-
fntation of the findings in the fiv·e communities involved in the 
second year of study the continuation committees met to discuss 
the results and to plan: projects. In the case of the three original 
communities this committee action \vas regarded as an accepted 
community function. The novelty of the first year had disappear-
ed. There seemed to be a more direct attention to the problems 
revealed by the findings. This was fostered by the fact that each 
community fotmd itself confronted w ith some ratings "in the red", 
j"dicating that ground was being lost at those points. The county 
farm agent, and, in Pettis County, the home demonstration agent, 
attended these meetings. In one community the entire school 
board was invited.* 
It is not necessary to record here the detailed action of these 
committees. Because of the economic depression it was practical-
ly impossible to take any action which would require the expendi-
ture of money. This was a serious handicap, since community 
*This sellOOl board had tal;;:cn effective action to require small nox vaccination of all 
school children. This action was the result of the findings in the first year. 
RESEARCH BULLETIN 199 11 
projects generally require funds. In most cases the plans were 
centered around health projects, and the continuation of the annual 
fire prevention campaign. The cooperation of the state and coun-
ty health agencies, and the state fire prevention association were 
utilized with little or no cost. to the community. A typed report 
of projects selected, ·with plans for carrying them out, was prepared 
in each community. 
Changes in Handling the Data.-In Community A the first 
continuation committee had been composed of members appointed 
by the president of the Community Association at the time of the 
presentation of the findings. In the following year this was chang-
ed by the community association so that the chairman of the four 
standard project committees (agriculture, homemaking, civic and 
educational, and social and recreational) would constitute the new 
continnation committee. The collection of the data for the third 
year of study therefore fell to their hands. 
In Community C the work had been in charge of a committee 
composed of the superintendent of schools as chairman, with the 
two resident ministers and one other citizen as members. Through 
the removal of the superintendent, and the unwillingness of either 
minister to allow the other to head the committee, a change was 
made necessary. The local women's cluh assumed the responsibil-
ity and the president of the club became chairman of the commit-
tee. 
In Community D the regular civics committee of the com-
munity association was asked (by the association) to assume the 
duties of the original appointed continuation committee. 
These changes in the methods of handling the data show how 
the project became adjusted to local conditions, and, in particular, 
how the continuation committees ·were ahsorbecl by the commu-
nity-wide agencies as a normal c0111mn11ity function in these three 
communities. 
In Community B there is no comprehensive community-wide 
organization. The P.-T. A. has sponsored the project. In Com-
munity E a community association exists, but has been content 
thns far to let the continuation committee function as a separate 
agency and report to the association annually. 
With regard to the mOTe cletailed handling of data two changes 
have been made. For the third year of study a random sample, 
composed of 25% of the families, was used for the family schedule 
in place of using all the families as was done for the first two 
years. The second chang'e was a more careful check-up on the 
12 MISSOURI AGRICULTURAL EXPERIMENT STATION 
occurrence of communicable diseases. The family schedule had 
called for just the name of the person and the name of the disease. 
Such a record was difficult to check with the county health officers. 
Therefore, the whole item was transferred from the family sched-
ule to the back of the family census card, and three additional ques-
tions were asked, namely-what doctor was called, whether quar-
antine was placed, and who placed the quarantine. The sugges-
tions of the doctor in Community B were followed in these changes 
in the method of reporting communicable diseases. 
Changes in Index Number Components.-The per capita life 
insurance in force had been used the first two years as a compo-
nent in the Finance, Wealth and Trade Index. The personal nature 
of this item made it difficult to secure accuracy, and some ob-
jection was raised because it gave the impression 0'£ prying too 
closely into the private affairs of the people, For these reasons 
the item has been eliminated. 
A second change has been the transfer of the items called "per 
cent of homes having a radio", and "per cent of homes having an 
automobile", from the Utilities and Public Service Index to the Fi-
nance, Wealth and Trade Index. 
At the beginning of this project, in 1930, a method was sought 
for measuring the organizational efficiency of the community, but 
without success. In 1932, largely at the suggestion of the county 
farm agents in the two counties involved, a plan for rating the or-
ganized community-wide effort being made to take care of foUT:' 
vital phases of community life was evolved. The phases selected 
as a basis for measurement were agriculture, home making, civic 
and educational projects, and social and recreational projects. The 
rating was designed to be a measure of community activity in terms 
of (1) The number of community-wide projects planned and pub-
lished before February 15th, (2) The per cent of such projects com-
pleted by the end of the year, and (3) The participation of local 
lJeople in the community meetings held for the purpose of carrying 
out pl?-nned projects. For the third year of study these items on 
community organization were added as components in the Civic 
and Religious Index. 
The detailed changes in components described above have been 
included not only as a matter of record, but also as an illustration of 
the way in which a project of this kind evolves ,to meet conditions. 
In its present form the project is distinctly more useful than at 
l1rst. Other changes which may add much to its value are now un~ 
cler consideration. 
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Third Presentation of Results.-The series of charts used at 
the third presentation of the data to the communities contained all 
the ratings for ,every community during the total period of 
study. For the three original communities the time covered was 
three years, and for the two additional communities two years. 
These data are found in the Section called Data and Results. 
The values arising from the continuing nature of the study, 
as elaborated in Section I under Second Presentation of the Re-
sults, were still more evident. If two years (two points in a curve) 
are the minimum for showing direction of change it may be said that 
three years (three points in a curve for each component) are the 
minimum for showing whether the change is continui111g up, continuing 
down, or is indeterminate as to direction. 
In observing the trend of each component over the three year 
period each of the three original communities could, for the first 
time, draw a conclusion as to the direction which each interest was 
taking. Again it was evident that the results for three years, tak-
en together, were more than three times as valuable as the results 
of anyone year. Local interest in the project was quickened. 
III. DATA AND RESULTS 
The Five Partic~pating Communities.-The location of the five 
communities in this study is pictured on Map 1 (page 4). Four 
of them are in Pettis County, and the other is in Boone County. 
Some facts concerning the size and other characteristics of the 
communities are given in Table 1, called "The Changing Status of 
Several Factors in the Five Selected Communities". In addition 
to the geographic size, this table shows the population, the average 
number to the household, the length of residence of the heads of 
households, home ownership, and assessed valuation of property, 
for the years 1930, 1931 and 1932, Aside from the consistently de-
creasing value of property in all the communities, these figures do 
not show any clear trends. The population changes are inconsis-
tent as to direction and are small in amount except for Community 
D where a loss of 85 persons, or 9.4%, is reco'rded from 1931 to 
1932. In Communities A, B, C, and E there is some evidence that 
the number of persons per household is increasing. This may be 
a reflection of the tendency of people to return to the farmstead in 
times of economic depression. 
Table 2 gives a view of the five communities with respect to 
age distribution. The figures are put in terms of deviations from 
the age distribution of the total rural-farm population of the state. 
Com-
mun-
ity 
A. 
B. 
C. 
D. 
E. 
TADLI;; 1.-TIlE CHANGING STATUS OF SEVERAJ. FACTORS IN TIlE FIVE SELECTED COMMUNITIES 
Asscssed Valuation of the Propcrty 
Average Number Average Years of Pcr cent of (real and personal) 
Persons per Residence of Head Families 
Area Population Household of the Household Owning Ho~es Total Per Household 
(sq. ---------------------- ---- -----
mi.) 1930 1931 1932 1930 1931 1932 1930 1931 1932 1930 1931 1932 1930 1931 1932 1930 1931 1932 
--------
------- - - - ------ --- - --
- - --
37 .6 512 533 485 4.0 4.3 4 . 3 25 .0 23.9 20.0 .14.3 46.0 50 .0 1,855,290 1,525,100 1,326.140 14,962 12,299 10,201 
31.1 662 692 701 3 .7 3.9 4.1 24.3 26 .7 25.2 57.6 53.0 47.S 1,808,310 1,504,610 1,279,250 10,216 8,312 0.877 
48.8 814 804 794 4.2 4.4 4.4 35.2 30.9 31.3 60.4 64.7 57.1 1,067,690 1,026.830 929,970 5,866 5,867 +,769 
117.6 900 815 3.9 3.4 28.9 38.7 67.6 8·1.7 1,379,560 1,136,605 1 ~,~~; 5,189 51.9 809 788 3.5 4.0 29.5 31.9 67.8 72.7 7~'),733 627,262 _ __ 2.591 
- - -- --- - - -
• ,J 
TABLE 2.-COMPARATIVE AGE OISTRIBUTIONS IN TIlE FIVE SELECTED COMMUNITIES AND IN THE TOTAL RURAL-FARM POPUI.ATION OF THE STATE 
Amount by which the age classes in the five selected communities deviates from t he age classes of the total rural-farm POpukllion 
of ~1issouri. Thc deviations are shown for the years covered in this study, and arc in terms of percentage differences, plus Of 
mirllls, from the State -figure~ . 
Community 
of ABC D E of Deviations 
The State 1----- -------- ------- Algebraic Total 
Age (1~1iosd~;;) -193o-l9:i1-l932l93Ojl9:i1- 1932 1930 -~ -l932l93O -1931- -1932- - 1930 -~ -l<J32 ti~~I}o~~;lt;~~:~) 
---- --------- --------- ------ -------- --- - --- --- ---- --
UnderS 9.9 -1.7 -1.3 -4.2 - 1.7 -3.0 -3.1 -0.1 +0.7 -2.0 __ ___ -2 . 7 -+.8 ___ __ -4.8 -4.4 -33.1 
5- '9 11.3 0.0 -1.0 -1.6 -1.2 -0.3 -3.5 -0.7 -3 . .1 -.1.4 -0.7 -o.~ -1.2 -4.1 -n.2 
10-14 11.3 -O.S 0.0 -2.0 -0.7 +0 .+ -1.4 -0.5 -1.0 -0.7 -3.0 -3.1 -D.l +0.4 -12.5 
15-19 10.4 -1.0 +0.3 -1.3 - 0.7 +0.4 +1.9 -1.6 -1..1 -2.1 -1.7 -3.3 +0.5 -1.3 -11.S 
20-2+ 7.4 +1.-1 +1.0 +2.6 +0.8 - U. S +1 .. 1 +0.(, +1.'1 -2.4 +0.+ -0.2 -2.2 -1.1 + .1.8 
25-29 5.9 +0.9 +2.0 +1. 7 -I. 2 +0.2 -1.2 +0.5 - 2.1 +2..l -1-U.9 +0. 'J -0.1 -1-1.+ + 6.2 
30-3·1 5.8 -2.5 -2.0 -1.7 - 0.5 -2.2 -1.5 -0.5 -D.X - OA - 0.1 - 0 . .1 -0.1 +1.5 -11. :; 
35-44 12.0 +0.7 -O.S +(1.-1 +1.3 +1.0 +0.'1 -1-0.3 +O.X -H.I -1-2.7 -1-2 . .1 +2.(; '1-2.3 -1-15.(, 
45-54 10.7 +3.9 +3", +4.8 +OJ, +1.6 +2.1 -Hl.S -0.5 -1-1.1 +1.0 +1.4 +2.X -1-2.8 -1-25 . .1 
55-64 8.2 -O.S +0.1 +1.'1 + 2 .1 +2.1 +1.0 +1.1 +0.5 -0.7 -1-2.2 -G.S +1.7 +2.0 + 7.2 
65-7+ 5.0 -0.5 -1.8 - 0.7 +0.7 +0.2 +U.7 -0.3 -U.4 +0.7 +2.2 -1-2.7 +O.H '1-\.(; + 5.'1 
Over 75 2.0 +0.3 +0.4 +0.1 +0.7 +0.5 +0.7 +0.6 -I-O.S +1.3 +1.9 +2.3. _. +1.3 +1.4 +12.0 
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This group is used as the basis of comparison because 7'6 % of the 
total population in the five communities is rural-farm. A few rath-
er wide deviations are to be seen in the table. Community A shows 
a decided excess in the 45-540 age group, but there are plusses and 
minusses in the intervals above and below. Community Clacks 
considerably in the 5-9 age group. Community E is far short in 
the under 5 age group and makes up for this by an excess in the 
45-54 group. In the last column of the table , the deviations are 
summed up, algebraically. As a generalization from this column 
'I'e observe that the five communities have a smaller proportion of 
tbeir people in the intervals below age 20. This shortage is great-
est in the lowest age groups. Also it appears that they have an 
unexpected shortage in the 30 to 34 age group. Finally, it is clear 
that these communities have an excess of their population distrib-
uted in the higher age groups. This is particularly true in the 45 
to 54 group and in the over 75 group. The conclusion is (with ex-
ception of the 30-34 group) that these five communities have a 
somewhat smaller proportion of their population in the groups be-
low 20, and a somewhat larger proportion in the groups above 20 
than is true of the total rural-farm population of the state. 
Detailed maps of the five participating communities are pre-
sented on pages 16 to 25. 
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Map 1O.-The Village Center of Community E. (Incorporated) 
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The Index Number Results.-Tables :3 to 8 inclusive give the 
index number results of this study for the three years. The last 
in this set is the summary of the preceding five index number tables. 
In going over this community index table it will be seen that 
the several communities show many differences in rating. Com-
munity D stands out as the leader with an index number of 65.1 
for 1931 and 71.1 for 1932. Community A started, in 1!J;5tr, ~,·ith 
the highest rating among the three original conu11lmities (;39.3), 
then dropped to 52 .9 in 1931 and finally came back, in 1932, nearly 
to the first rating. Community B lost standing in the second and 
third years. Community C, starting with the poorest record of 
the three original participants in 1930, increased her standing' by ] ° points in 1931, but then dropped, in 1932, to the lowest point in 
the whole project experience (39.5). Community E made a favor-
able showing in the first year (57.4) but fell to a rating or 00.2 in the 
second. 
Action of the Communities.-A few words concerning the re-
ception of the results and the action taken by the communities seems 
in order at this point. Each year, following the presentation of 
the results, each one of the communities, through its continuation 
committee, studied the figures in detail, and made plans for proj-
ects. This general action has been reported under the Preliminary 
Statement of this publication, and samples of the reports and plans 
have been included. The very extensive detail of this community 
process prohibits an account of it here. Perhaps the most effective 
community action initiated by this project occurred in Community 
C. This community had received the lowest health rating in the 
first year (29.4). Spurred on by the unfavorable comparison, a 
definite drive was made on some of the factors, chiefly on those 
itE:ms relating to the reporting of diseases and to the health of school 
children. The result was that the health index was raised from 
29.4 to 66.5. 
It is equally sigDificant that Community A had the best health 
rating in '1930, but due to some local prejudice against vaccination 
for smallpox, etc., this community neglected the very items which 
Community C was fostering. The result was the reverse of Com-
munity C's experience, namely a drop in the health index from 55.8 
to 27.7. Such illustrations as these have been used in the com7 
lllunity meetings as a means of impressing the necessity of com-
munity planning and continual community action. 
There have been some barriers to effective activity in these 
communities. Two have had no community-wide organization, 
TAOLE 3.-PUB LIC SCHOOL INDEX 
COMMUNITY 
A B C D E 
THE COMPONENTS --- - -- - - - --------------------------- - --------
1930 1931 1932 1930 1931 1932 1930 1931 1932 1930 1931 1932 1930 1931 1932 
--------------------------- - - - ---------
I. Per cent of school population, as enumerated, 
(i. e., 6-19 yrs. inc.) attending school daily ____ 67.98 67.95 78.02 65.70 80 . 15 75 . 33 58 . 27 65 .71 62.63 
-- ----
85.25 87.43 
- --- --
94.86 92.93 
2. Avera"e number of days ~ttended by each child of 
61.22 61.66 70.16 59.03 72.16 67.75 52 .48 61.18 56.39 75 . 15 76.94 85.39 83.64 sc 001 age (6-19 yrs. IDC.) ___ __ _ ________ ___ _ _ 
3. Average number of days schools were kept open ___ 90.00 90.00 90.00 90.00 90.00 90.00 90 .00 90 .00 90.00 86 . 85 86.25 90 .00 90.00 
4. Per cent that High School attendance was of total 
120.51 attendance _______ ______ ________________ ___ 94.22 111. 21 118.38 60.38 70.60 81.75 40.74- 58.81 66.03 118 . 38 110 .97 91.98 
5. Training of teachers (see text for details) ___ _____ __ 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100 .00 75.00 100 .00 100.00 
------
91.65 100.00 
---- --
100.00 100.00 
6. Average annual expenditure per child attending __ _ 101.77 91.H 80 . 86 85.64 76.17 62 . 65 65 .44 73 . 75 50 .57 66.83 62.49 
--- ---
H.52 43.46 
7. Average annual expenditure per child of school age (cnu mera tion) _______ ____________ __________ 69.18 62.14 63.09 52.26 61.05 47.20 38.14 48.47 31.67 56.96 54 .64 
---- --
42.23 40 . 3~ 
8. Average semi-monthly expenditure per teacher employed ______ ___ ________ ___________ ____ _ 58 . 73 54.05 51.59 51.58 51.58 44.64 44.18 44.98 28.20 51. 52 50.54 
-- --- -
H.17 43.58 
9. Expenditure per pupil for purposes other than teachers' salaries __ ______ .;. _________________ 53 .84 40.92 36 .65 29.97 30.29 21.94 15 . 85 27.02 16 .61 20 .58 19.28 
-- -- --
32 . 17 14.98 
10. Expenditures per teacher for salaries (average 
monthly) ___ _______ ____ ______ _____ ________ 86 . 39 83.91 79.79 85.10 82.33 73.65 77 .63 73.48 47.14 
--- -- -
87.22 85.50 
-- ----
77.25 72.13 
INDEX NUMBER (Average of the items) __ ______ 78.33 76 .28 76.85 68.37 71.41 66.49 55 .78 64 .34 54 .92 ______ 74 .04 73.40 ______ 70 .26 70.16 
-- -
TABL E 4.-HEALTll INDEX 
COMMUNITY 
A B C . D E 
THE COMPONENTS ------------------------------------- - - ------
1930 1931 1932 1930 1931 1932 1930 1931 1932 1930 1931 1932 1930 1931 1932 
- - - --- - - - - - - - - - --- --- - - - - -----------------
I. Per cent rating of school sanitation __________ ___ __ - - 7ii ~ 2 43.3 26.6 ------ 51.3 41.6 ------ 31.3 21.4 -- --- - 78.3 35.0 --- - -- 66 . 3 26 . 2 2. Per cent rating of drinking water supply __ __ _____ _ 39.7 39 . 3 77 .5 40.1 40.1 79.5 48.6 48.6 
------
66 . 1 66.1 
---- --
26 . 5 26.5 
3. Pcr cent' rating of sewage disposaL __ ___ _ .. ___ __ ___ 34.3 30.0 30.0 32.1 32.3 32 . 3 26 . 7 34.0 34.0 
-- ----
50 . 4 .10 .4 
----- -
36 . 1 36.1 
4. Percent of school children vaccinated for small pox __ 15.7 8.5 41.9 33.9 100.0 92.3 6.5 90.5 90 .5 
- -----
49 .0 69.5 
- - - - --
65. 1 66.9 
5. Per cent of school children immunized for diphtheria_ 26.0 14.1 71.6 41.2 41.9 74.4 18.5 73.8 97.2 
- - - -- -
52.9 82.2 
- ---- -
9.3 12.0 
6. Per cent of school children given medical and dental inspection _____ ________ _____________ ____ ___ __ _ 17 . 3 13.4 88.5 77 . 0 00 .0 00.0 29.5 84.3 82 .5 
--- ---
61.1 100.0 
--- ---
00.0 66.9 
7. Per cent rating of sickness free days* (per family). ___ 82.5 100.0 100.0 56.5 44.5 55.0 57.5 95 . 7 00 .0 
--- -- -
100.0 91.0 
- - - ---
57.4 77 .0 
8. Per cent of Communicable diseases reported to the State Board of Health ___ _________ _______ ____ ___ 100 .0 00.0 16.7 00 .0 27.3 12.6 00.0 63.9 5 . 1 
--- -- -
33.3 100 .0 
------
41.7 00.0 
9. Per cent of quarantinable disease Quarantined _____ 100 .0 00.0 40.0 00 .0 27 .6 10.6 16 .7 70.1 11.8 
---- --
33 . 3 100.0 
---- --
71.4 00.0 
INDEX NUMBER (Average of items) __ _____ __ __ 55.8 27.7 50.5 39 .8 40.5 39.9 29.4 66.5 43.5 
----- -
58.3 77 . 1 
- ---- -
41.5 34.6 
*This rating is based on a scale where 10 days lost per family is rated as 100% and 30 days lost per family is rated as Zero. 
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TAHLH 5.-UTILITIES AND PUDLIC SERVICES INDEX 
COMMUNITY 
THE COMPONENTS 
A I B 1 c -I D E 
---'-_________________ \ 1930 119J11193211930 11931 119321 1930 1 1931 1 1932 19.10 1931 1932 1930 11931 1 1932 
1. ller cent of all-weather roads ___ ___ _____________ _ 
2. Per cent of homes with telephones ________________ _ 
3. Per cent of homes to which power current is avail-
a ble' _____ - - - - - - - _ - __ __ - - __________________ _ 
4. Per cent of homes to wMclt light current or gas is available __________________________________ _ 
5. Bus and rail transportation (passcnger)2 (moving 
seats per capita per day, in hundredths, times 2) __ 
6. Truck and rail transporta tion (commodity)3 (tonnage 
per capita per day, in hundredths.} _______ __ __ _ 
7. Fire prevention and protection (Total credit of 200) 
a. Invitation to Mo. Fire Prevention Ass'n for inspection of buildings' _________________ _ 
b. Per cent of Fire Hazards eliminated (credit 50) __________________________________ _ 
c. Fire Protection 
Chemical apparatus (credit 60) ______ __ __ _ 
Vol. Fire Dept. (credit 20) ______________ _ 
Fire Ordinances (credit 10) _____________ _ 
Fire Alarm (credit 10) _________________ _ 
INDEX NUMBER (Average of the items) _______ _ 
1. In the home or within half a mile of it. 
68.0 
67.7 
7.3 
20.2 
75.0 
5+.6 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
36.6 
74.2 
56.9 
6.5 
13.7 
72.0 
52.5 
50.0 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
40.7 
H.2 
50.0 
0.0 
12.5 
79.2 
42.1 
50.0 
16.3 
o 
20.0 
o 
o 
43.0 
63 .2 
60.5 
52.0 
58.2 
57.8 
42.2 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
41.7 
601.2 
46.4 
H.8 
63.5 
55.5 
40.5 
50.0 
o 
o 
o 
o 
3.0 
47.3 
64.2 
30.+ 
65.2 
67..1 
5+.8 
30 .0 
50.0 
11 . .1 
o 
o 
10.0 
10.0 
49.2 
38.5 
63.7 
10. ·1 
19.8 
o 
2.0 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
16.8 
38.5 
64.9 
12.9 
23.8 
1.5 
2.0 
50.0 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
24.2 
30.0. __ ___ 65.9 69.4 _____ _ 
53.1 ______ 73.5 74.5 ____ _ _ 
6.1 _____ _ 62.3 57.4, _____ _ 
24.5 ______ 59.2 57.4, _____ _ 
2.0 --- --- 100.0 100.0
1 
_____ _ 
1.5 ____ .. _ 41.3 45.6 _____ _ 
50.01 _____ -1 0 1 50.0, ____ _ _ 
o 
o , ____ _ _ o _____ _ 
o _____ _ 
o _____ _ 
20 .9 ___ __ _ 
o 
o 
o 
o 
3.0 
50.6 
o 
o 1 _____ _ o _____ _ 
o _____ _ 
3.0 
57.2, ___ __ _ 
2. Based on "moving seats" per day into and, or, out of, the community center-Standard is J{ a "moving seat" per day per capita. 
3. Based on tons of capacity into and, or, out of, the community center-Standard is 1 ton per day per capita. 
4. And the listing of all fire hazards. 
TABLE 6.-FINANCE, \VEALTH AND TRADE INDEX 
COMMUNITY 
A B C D 
17.1 17.1 
83.9 70 .5 
41.2 67 .3 
41.2 67 . 3 
98.8 100.0 
1.5 1.0 
50.0 50.0 
o 4.7 
o 0 
o 0 
o 0 
o 0 
41.7 48.2 
E 
THE COMPONENTS ---------------------------------------------
1930 1931 1932 1930 1931 1932 1930 1931 1932 1930 1931 1932 1930 1931 1932 
---
---------------
---
------------------------I. Pcr capita bank resources (divided by 3) __________ 0 o 0 78.73 41.51 32.61 41.17 0 0 73.98 76.02 
----- -
77 . 10 0 
2. Per cent of homes having an automobilc __________ 84.70 84.70 75.00 67.80 68.90 60.80 74.70 70.60 63.30 
-- -- - -
74.60 78.70 61.70 63.60 
3. Per cent of homes having a radio ______ ___________ 42.70 46.80 37.50 41.20 36.70 26.10 37.40 39.80 39.00 40 .40 40.00 54.50 50.90 
4. Per cent of families trading regularly* in the village __ 72.58 80.33 71.90 91.52 93.85 93.50 50.55 38.85 34.70 90.98 93.40 92 .98 93.00 
5. Per cent of family expenditures (for goods and ser-
39.73 23.15 64.89 63 .91 63.00 56.46 56.78 vices) expended in the village __________________ 40.90 25.61 20.06 22.90 55.11 66.18 
6. Household wealth (assessed valuation per household 
99.74 81.99 68.00 68.12 55.41 45.84 36.69 31. 79 22.31/ 19.09 divided by 150) ______ ______ __ ____ ___ ___ __ ___ 39.11 35.23 31.30 
_ _ INDEX NUMBER (Average of the items) ___ _____ 56.8 55.6 45 . 9 68.7 60.0 53.6 44.4 34.7 31.9 61.7 64.3 60.8 47 . 2 
*This means that members purchase goods or services for the family every month .in th e year. and the total exceeds $50.00 per family. 
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TABLE 7.-CIVIC AND RELIGIOUS INDEX 
COMMUNITY 
A B C D E 
THE COMPONENTS 
1930 I 1931 I 1932 I 1930 I 1931 I 1932 I 1930 I 1931 I 1932 I 1930 I 1931 I 1932 I 1930 I 1931 I 1932 
--- - - ----------------1---'---,---,---,---,---,---,---,---,---,---,---,---,---,---
Community-wide Organization: 
a. Plan of work projects (credit 100) ____ ____ ____ 
----- - - -----
100.0 
-- - - -- --- ---
0 
- - --- - ----- -
25.0 
- ----- --- -- - 88.0 - ----- ------ 0 b. Participation of loca[ people (credit 200) ____ __ _ 186.5 ". _--- - - -- --- 0 --- -- - ---- -- 4S.0 -- - --- -- ---- 161.0 -- - --- --- --- 76.0 c. Results (credit 100) ___________________ __ ____ 
--57~ ii 50.0 -- ---- - -- -- - 0 - -57~ ii 13.0 ------ - - ---- 50.0 - --- - - ------ 0 Per cent of voters who voted ________ ____ ___ __ ___ 36 .+ 33 .2 33 .2 35.0 40.4 S1. 5 S1.0 
-- - - - -
21.4 23.6 
------
50.0 32 .5 
Per cent of homes owned by the occupants __ ___ ___ 54.3 46.0 50.0 57 .6 53.0 47 . 8 60 .4 64 . 7 57.1 
- - - - - -
67.6 84.7 
------
67 .S 72.7 
Per cent sea ting capacity of community hall (times 3) __ ___ __ ____ __ ________ ____ ___ _____ ________ 80 .0 77 .0 S1.6 61.5 58 .2 57 . 1 52.3 52.1 51.3 
------
161.7 174.6 
------
117.3 120 .6 
Per cent seating capacity of all churches ________ __ 100.0 100 .0 100.0 100 .0 100 .0 100 .0 69.7 69.5 62 .9 
-- - ---
100.0 100 .0 
------ 100.0 100 .0 
Per cent of Sundays the churches were used _______ 100 .0 100 .0 100.0 94 .0 100 .0 26 .6 100.0 100 . 0 100 .0 
---- --
100.0 100.0 
- --- --
100 .0 87.5 
Percent of children (5-19 inc .) who attended Sunday 
school regularly* ____ ___ ____ ____ _____ ________ _ 48.0 51.2 45 .6 52.7 45.0 56.2 39 .4 47.9 49 .1 
-- ----
87.4 100.0 
- - - - --
21.9 29.5 
Per cent of adults (20 yrs. and over) who attended 
church regularly* ______ ____________ __________ 45 . 3 39.7 34.2 48.1 48.7 38.4 18.9 23 .0 22.3 -- -- -- 28.4 28.8 -- -- -- 50.1 40.5 INDEX NUMBER (averageoftheitems) _____ ___ _ 69.2 64 .3 71.0 63.9 62.8 33.3 56.8 62 .7 46 .3 - - - - -- 80.9 83.7 __ ____ 72.5 50 .8 
*This mcans at least 50% of the time. 
TABLE S.-THE COMMUNITY I NDEX 
COMMUNITY 
A B C D E 
THE COMPONENTS 
1930 I 1931 I 1932 I 1930 I 1931 I 1932 I 1930 I 1931 I 1932 I 1930 I 1931 I 1932 I 1930 I 1931 I 1932 
--------------64:3154.9 ------------Public School System___________ ____ ___ _________ 78.3 76.3 76 .9 6S.4 71.4 66.5 55.8 74.0 73.4 70 . 3 70.2 Health Conditions____ _______________ ___ ____ ____ 55 . 8 27.7 50 . 5 39.8 40.5 39 .9 29.4 66 . 5 3 . 5 58.3 77.1 41.5 34.6 
Utilities a nd Public Services______________ ____ __ _ 36 . 6 40.7 43 .0 41.7 47 .3 49 . 2 16 . 8 24 . 2 20.9 50 .6 57 . 2 41. 7 48.2 
Finance, Wealth and Trade __ ___ ____ _________ ___ 56.8 55 .6 45 .9 68.7 60 .0 53.6 44.4 34.7
1 
31.9 61.7 64.3 60.S 47 .2 Civic and Religious In terest'- . ___ _________ ____ __ 69.2 64 . 3 71.0 63.9 62 .8 33.3 56.8 62.7 46.3 80.9 83.7 72:5 50 . 8 
COMMUNITY INDEX NUMBER (average of the 
65.11 71.1 items) ___ ______ ___ _______ ___________ ________ 59 .3 52 .9. 57 .5 56 .5 56 .4 48 .5 40.6 50 .5 39.5 57 .4 50.2 
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and in one of these a conflict over school problems has greatly hin-
dered action. A similar school quarrel in another has weakened its 
commtinity association, and thereby slowed up its community-wide 
projects. 
Incidental Developments.-The cooperation of the State Board 
of Health has been very important in getting health standards be-. 
fore the people. The Board, in return, has found the careful health 
ratings of this study helpful in its problems 0.£ rural sanitation and 
health. The Missouri State Fire Prevention Association, through 
this project, has made its first effective contact with rural commu-
nities in the State. This also has been a reciprocal process in that 
fire prevention campaigns have been carried on at no expense to 
the communities. It seems quite probable that much property 
has been saved from fire because of the educational influence of 
the talks on prevention. 
The reaction 0.£ the county agents to this project indicates its 
,"alue. After three years of cooperation the agents express them-
selves as very favorably impressed. They regard it as an effective 
method of "selling" community standards to the people and of 
inducing a continuous process of community cooperation. The:' 
state that it offers an avenue for the introduction of new agricu.l-
tural and home-making practices, and tends to make their work 
more fruitful because community opinion is aroused, and the force 
of group action is made available for carrying out desirable proj-
ects. It is appropriate to say, in this connection, that plans are 
now being developed for including measurements of the agricul-
tural and home-making practices adopted. 
IV. DIRECTIONS FOR CARRYING ON THIS PROJECT 
The purpose of this section is to give a complete set of direc-
tions and forms whereby any rural community may apply the proj-
ect to itself. The methods 0.£ computing the index numbers will 
be included. 
Local Initiative and Resp~nsibi1ity.-Since this project is in-
tended ·to be a method of community self-examination and com-
munity development it should be sponsored, preferably, by some 
community-wide organization. While a P. T. A., a women's club, 
or other special group may serve the purpose, it is more desirable 
to have an organization inclusive of all interests, such as a com-
munity association. H such does not exist it may be created for 
the purpose of sponsoring the project and of carrying out the plans 
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,vhich grow out of it. This is substantially what happened in the 
case of Community E. 
One of the best ways to introduce such a project, and develop 
interest in it, is to talk it over with the leaders in the community 
and then hold a community-wide meeting at which the results 
secured in other communities are presented in chart form. If the 
leaders are interested, if they will speak their approval of it in open 
meeting, and if a suitable organization is willing to sponsor it, the 
basis for success is assured. 
Local Committee.-The success of the enterprise depends al-
1110st entirely upon the efficiency of the local committee selected to 
gather the data, and, later on, to develop projects from the findings. 
If the venture is sponsored by a community association it is recom-
mended that the survey and continuation committee be composed 
of the chairman of the project committees. 
The chairman should be an active, conscientious person who 
knows the community thoroughly, and who has a mind for details. 
A properly qualified chairman can col!ect the data successfully even 
with a poor committee, but a poorly qualified chairman will quick-
ly wreck the whole project. For this position beware of the strong 
community leader who deals in generalities and has neither the time 
1101' the disposition to handle figures. 
Relation to State Agricultural College.-'While any rural com-
munity may carryon this project independently in its own behalf, 
hetter reS\llts will come if several communities participate and all 
fo11o,v an agreed-upon standard procedure and standard set of com-
ponents. Still better results will be assured if the process in all 
the communities is coordinated by a central state agency such as the 
Experiment Station of the University of Missouri College of Agri-
C\llture. Up to the present this, of course, has been the method of 
procedure. The local communities have collected the data, and the 
facilities of the College have been used to tabulate the data and 
prepare them in chart form for presentation to the communities. 
We recommend that this method be continued. 
Area of Study.--The problem of setting the boundaries of rural 
communities is a perplexing one in most parts of the country. The 
following com111ents are reproduced from the previous report (Re-
sl,'arch Bulletin 161) pages 10 and 11: 
In the days hefore tht~ rapid d~velopments in tran~portation and communication it was 
comparatively easy to definc a typical American rural community. It was then generally reo 
garded as a "locality group". 'Within the Jast decade or two, however, the influence of the 
automobile, and its contemporary agencies of communication, has widened the horizon of rural 
people. stimulating new int.erests he yond the boundaries of the fMmer community area. The 
concept of tlspeciHl interf"st groupR" in rural life has somewhat (li~placed the idea of ulocal-
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ity groups'H. Yet conditions, yary so greatly in differf'!nt Sections of the cou n try that no 
assertion of this kind is valid for all regions. In 1\Hs~ouri the tendency is evident~ but is 
probably nowhere near as far advanced as in some other section~. 1\!ol"eon'r, the develop-
ment of these special·interest groups, which renders hazardous tbe definition of communities 
on a locality basis, is much more pronounced in those cases where the community center is 
fairly large and is distinctly urban in its outlook. The comn1l1nities maOe the basis of this 
study have comparatively s'mal1 community centers, with population ranging h'om 77 to 263 
persons. These centers exhibit clearly a rural rather than an urban emphasi5 . The interests 
of the people seem to be determined very largely by locality influences. 
To these considerations ma:r he added the very obvious fact that a study of this kind, 
\vhich proposes to measure a number of community interests over a period of years. l1 ~ Ust 
have a locality basis. Special-interest groups have no geographic hounds; but :1.ny effort to 
find the per cent of children given' a edical and dental inspection, the cost of education, or 
any other such data must presuppose a definite local area, and the same area m ugt be used in 
succeeding years if the trends in the data are to be valid. 
In determining the community for the purpose of this st1ldy the problem the· ref or\.! be-
came that of deciding how much of the area surrounding the rural village (:ellter should 
be included. The trade area was first considered. This was abandonf:d because of the dif-
ficulty in its accurate de1imitation. and its inconstancy from year to year. The ·:levice of in· 
eluding the homes within a circle dra'Nll one , two , three, four , or fi,~e miles from. the village 
center was proposed . This \\:as giveu up because it e5tahlished ~n artificial hottnda.ry line 
regardless of comnlunity interests, and because it made difficult or impossib1e th e collection 
of data on such interests ns the ~ciloo1 system. 
It was finally decided to U$e the consolidated high ~chool district as the comm.unity area. 
T'his is a definite, repeatable. fairly COI1!'=tant area. For Missouri conditions it is perhaps 
the most tanzible g-eographic rural community that can be utilized at the present time for 
purposes of this kind. It is the legally recognized area in this state involving both dllage 
and open country. Being generally somewhat smaller than the "trade area" or the-' "fused 
community" it presumably includes only those fa.rm families most closely identified with the 
interests of the village. 
Experience with Community D for two years show that this 
study need not necessarily be confined to legally consolidated school 
communities as recommended in the above quotation. However, 
from the fact that the school data are available by school districts 
only, it seems necessary to bound the community by local schod 
district lines. If the area is not a legally consolidated school com-
munity, or is not large enough to include most of the "natural"* 
community area, local school districts may be added. It is bE'tter 
to use an area too small rather than one too large, for, if too small 
an area is used, the data will have the virtue of representing, within 
reasonable probability, a very large sample of the true community, 
'whatever that is . 
Mapping the Community.-·A carefully drawn map, like those 
shown in the section on Data and Results, is indispensable in this 
study. The county superintendent of schools or county surveyor 
can provide a base map from which the detail of roads, school dis-
trict lines, etc., can be traced. Every occupied dwelling should be 
r~presented by a solid dot, and the vacant houses by a hollow circle. 
All houses, both occupied and vacant, should be numbered. Schools 
and churches should be shown by appropriate symbols (see maps), 
*This word is here used uncritically to nlean that area which the local people regard 
as constituting the community. Ordinurily the term "trade area" would m03t nearly approxi-
mate it. 
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and lodges, cemeteries, places oi business, etc. should be represent-
ed in solid black by squares or rectangles of proportionate size, (see 
maps). All buildings but dwellings should be lettered for identifica-
tion. A convenient scale for the community map is one and one-
half inches to the mile. There should be a map also of the village 
center. A scale one inch to two hundred feet is suitable for this. 
Forms for Collecting the Data.-A complete set of the forms 
required is given in this section. .'\. statement of how the data 
should be collected accompanies each form. 
The Household Census.-A census card like the one shO\vn below 
should be made out for each household in the community. This 
is done by school districts. In most cases the teacher can be ask-
ed to take charge of this. In case she is not welI acquainted in the 
district some competent woman who knows all the families should 
be asked to assist. 
Community Trends 
FormA HOUSEHOLD CENSUS Date •• _. _ •.• _____ •• __ _ 
Community - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - -- -- -- -- - ________ DistricL _____ ___ ________ . __ __ __ ~!.:l p Xo .. __ __ _ 
Relation-
ship 
----I 
Name* 
_-\go 
1 ____________________________________ 
1 
___ __ 
----I 
----1-----------------------__ _ 
I 
-----, 
, 
*u . " "t" 1 (a L E Jones) for adult man, and the full given na '!Ie (as S~rah ~L Joo£ c,'l) fo~ 'cu· ~!t se Inl la s 5 .'. h 1 1 tt to how famtlv relatlonshlp, as o.ows. 'se 
woman. hI n thMe f columnthprreccedf~rg ~hildr~~mGff~~eg:a~dge:the:, Gm for grandmother, A for aunt, U for F for fat er, or mo e, , I - h-
unde, and OR for ,other relatives. Use NR for no re atlons lp. 
Two items relatino- to health are called for on the back of the 
household census card. These refer to contagi.ous disease in the 
I h ld and to the number of days lost by SIckness. They are lOuse 0 . . f f 
the only two items (aside from the census) for "whIch 111 orma Ion 
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i" needed from every household. The form used for this on the 
reverse side of the census card is reproduced below. 
PERSONS IN TIDS HOUSEHOLD WHO HAD A CONTAGIOUS DISEASE AT ANY TIME IN 
THE PAST YEAR 
Was \\" ho Placed 
N ame of Perso n N arn e of Disease What Docto r Qu ara ntine the 
Was Called? Placed? Q ua ra nti ne? 
-
HOW MANY DAYS WERE LOST BY ALL MEMBERS OF THIS HOUSEHOLD COMBI NED 
DURING THE LAST YEAR BECAUSE OF ANY SI CKNESS? __________________ DAYS. 
(Count days lost if a person Was unable to do his regular work.) 
The Fmnil'l! Sr:lzedule.-A random sample of 2.1 % is selected fro111 
the household census cards. Having first arranged the cards al-
phabetically by family name every fourth card can be drawn out 
to constitute this sample. In the first two years of study a schedule 
'was made out for every family, but the 25 % sample used the third 
year was found to be satisfactory. If, under local conditions, there 
is good reason for questioning the representativeness of snch a sam-
ple, a larger proportion may be used, or, if the amount of work is 
110 objection, all families may be covered. In the family schedule 
shown below, item 4 is answered affirmatively if "yes" is given 
for either one of the two questions. In item 8 an affirmative answer 
requires "yes" to both questions. The other items need no explanation. 
Form B 
Comnlunity Trends 
FAlIULY SCHEDULE 
Community ............... .. ...... . District .................. Map. 1\0 .... . ..... .. .. . 
Name of Family Head .................... . . . ..... No. in Household . . . . . . . . . ...... . 
1. Does the family have a telephoue? 
2. D02s the family have an automobile (either truck or pleasure)? 
3. Does the family have a radio? 
4. Does the f'lmily bave either electric light current or commercial illuminating" 
gas? If not, is the light current 01' the gas within half a mile of the house ? 
5. Does the f,lmily have electric power current? If not, is the power cnrrent 
within half a mile? 
(1. How lOll!! !Ja~ the head of tbe family live·d in the community? 
;. Does the family own or rent the home? W'hich .... .. ....... . . . 
8. Does some member of this family (one or more) purchase family goods, or serv-
ices in the village center every month iu the year? 
Does the total of such purcha ses exceed $:50.00 for the whole year? 
9. What fraction of all money expended by this family for goods and servicesdur-
ing the whole year was spent iu· the village center? Check one of the following: 
None :y, 11:J 0 % ~ All 
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Public School Ddta.--The figures for eight of the ten items in 
the public school index number can be taken directly from the an-
Imal school reports made to the county superintendent of schools. 
T he remaining two items (items 4 and 5) must be secured through 
the local school superintendent from records w hich do n ot go to 
the county superintendent. Form C, given below, is used to collect 
the two supplementary items needed. 
Form C 
Conlll1unity Trends 
PtTBLIC SCHOOLS 
(supplementa l-Y data) 
Community ...... . . ... ...... . ..... . For the yea r ;rune 30. 1D3 .. . . to Julr 1, ]9;) .. . . 
1. Average daily att.e nd:llH·e for the High School ... . .. ...... . . . . .. .. . . 
~. u. Number of elementary school t.eachers employed . . ... . . ... . .... . - ----
b. Number of elem.entary school teachers who hnve haa six or more 
years of training aho\'e t.he eighth grar1e . ... .. . .... . ... . .. . . .. . . . . ----
c. Number of secont1;\l'y Rcl lool tellchers employed ... ...... . .. . ... - - '--
d. Number of secondary sehool teachers who lJuve had eigh t or more 
years of training; ahove the eigbth grnde ............ .... ...... . . - - ---
Medical Insp ection and Protection of School Children.-The data 
on physical and dental inspection, small pox vaccination, and 
diphtheria immunization of school children are gathered en Form 
D . The superintendent of the local schools bas these data <lS a 
matter of record, or can get them, \vhen requested, from his teach-
ers. 
Form D Community Trends 
MEDICAL INSPECTION AND PROTECTION OF SCHOOL CHILDREN 
Comnlunity _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ __ _____ _ __ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ ___ _ Year _______________ ______ _ _ 
1. Number of school children given a physical inspection, including dental inspection, during the 
current school year. 
In H igh School 
In 
Grade 
Schools 
TOTAL 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
No. En rolled No. Inspected Per Cent Inspected 
2. Number of school children who now (December 31, 193 ) have an effe ctive vaccination against 
smallpox. 
I n H igh School 
In 
Grade 
School. 
TOTAL 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
No. Enrolled No. Vacci nated Per Cent Vaccinated 
(Continued on ne-xt page) 
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Form D (Continued) 
3. Number of school children who now (December 31, 193 ) have an effective immunization against 
diphtheria. 
No. Enrolled No. Immunized Per Cent Immunized 
I n High School 
In 
Grade 
Schools 
l. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
TOTAL 
School Satlitati;OJ1.-One of the sanitary engineers of the State 
Board of Health should be asked to rate each of the schools by the 
use of Form E. These engineers take the position that partial 
credit should not be allowed for an item. In checking up the mat-
ter in one jof the two counties involved in this study it was found 
that the school sanitation ratings given as an annual inspection by 
the County Health officer were more than 25% higher (23 schools 
included in the comparison) than the ratings given by the sanit:uy 
engineer. A careless rating defeats the educational value vf the 
sanitation standards involved. 
Form E Conununity Trends 
RATING FOR SClIOOJ" SANITATION 
Specification . Points Allowed 
Site .. .... .... ...... .......... .... ..... . ... . .......... .. ...... . ... ....... . 5 
Building ......... .. .... ... ... ... ...... .. ... .... .. . ...... ....... ... ... . ... 5 
~o~f~fs S~~.~l~. : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : '. : : : : :: ~g 
Ventilation ...... . . . ........................... .. . . .. . . . . ....... .. . .. ... .. 5 
Heating ................................. .. . . .......... . ..... .. . .. ...... .. 5 
Lighting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 10 
,Cleaning . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 5 
Personal Hygiene ....... . ... ..... ........ .... ............................ 5 
Total .. ..... . ............................. . ..... . ............. . .... . .. .... 100 
Water S1tpply and Se'wage Disposal.-The series of forms let-
tered from F'to M inclusive are for use in rating the family water 
supply and sewage disposal. A sanitary engineer of the State Board 
of Health should make the ratings unless some well qualified per-
son familiar with community sanitation is available to do the work. 
Ordinarily all the homes in the village center should be rated, and 
a sample of 10% or more of the farms should be added. 
Form F Community Trends 
RATING FOR A DRILLED WELL 
Specifications Points Allowed 
Location 
Surface drainage ..... ... ..................... .. .. .. ............ ... . . . 10 
Proximity of contamination . . ......................... . ........ . .... . 10 
Construction 
Pump platform .......... .... .... .... ....... .. .... . ........ . ......... ;; 
Casing-material and effectiveness of seal at top and bottom .. .... 50 
Pump· . ............. . .......... . .................................. . .. 15 
Connection between platform and plump base* .. .. . ............ . .... 5 
Waste water trough* .. . .. ...... ,.................................... 5 
Total ............. . .......................... ... ..... . . .. .. ..... .... .. ... :100 
*Full credit is given if a power pump is use{!, and if in conj unction with II pit 
that i<8 constructed satisfactorily. 
Form G 
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RATING FOR A DRIVEN WELL 
37 
Specifications Points Allowed 
Location 
Surface drainage .......................... . .................. . .... .. . 25 
Proximity to contamination .................. ....... ........... . .... 25 
Construction 
Platform .......... . ......... • ....... . . .. .. . ....... .. . . ... . ...... . . . .. 5 
Pum,p and connection to platfol'ln. . . .. ... ...... .. . . . .. .. . ........... 25 
Pit for pump cylinder· ... . ............ . ...... .. . . ....... . . . ...... . 15 
Waste trough .............. . ............ . ............ . . . ....... .. .. .. 5 
Total ........ ..... .. ....... .. . .. .. ....... . .... .. ...... . ......... . ... ... .. . 100 
"Full credit is given if cylindel' is above ground and no pit is used. 
Note: Give full credit of 50 if power pump is ,used and properly iustalled. 
Form H Community Trends 
RATING FOU A DUG WELl. 
Specifications Points Allowed 
Location 
Surface drainage .. ... . .... ... ... . .. . .. ..... ... . . •. . .. . ..... . .... . .... 25 
Proximity of con tall1ina tion ........ .. ... ... . . . ... . . , . . .. , . ..... ..... 25 
Construction 
Well top . . .. .......... .. ........ ... ....... ..... .. .. ....... . .. . .. . ... . 10 
Curbing . .... ............................ . .................... '" ..... 20 
Pump' .. ..... ........ ......... ..... ......... ............... .... .. .. 1{) 
Construction between well top and pump, pipe sleeve" ... .... ... . ,... 5 
Waste 'Vater trongh" . ...... .. ........ .. .......... . ..... "........... 5 
Total ................. . .... ... ... .. ........ . ........ .... .... . .. . ..... . . . .. 100 
"Full credit is given if power pump is used , if same is satisfactorily installed. 
Form I Community Tren,ls 
RATING FOR A CISTERN 
Specifications Points Allowed 
Location 
Surface draillage . . .... . ..... .. .......... . . ... ............ .... ..... .. . 15 
Proximity to contamination ..... . .................................. .. 10 
Construction 
Watertight concrete construction . .. . . . . ....... ......... . ,., . ... ... . . 30 
Manhole covering and top ... . . .. ............ ... . .... ......... . . . ..... 15 
Pump and connection* .. . ......•................. . ........ . ....... .. 5 
Waste water trough" .............. . ........ . . . .. .. ........ . .. .. .... . 5 
Cut-,off ......... . ......... ... . . . . ,. . ... . ...... ... . .... . .. . ..... . ...... 5 
Tnlet pipe .. ... .. .. .. ..... .. .. ... , .. . ........ . . . ... ..... . .... ........ . 15 
Total ....... . ......... . .... .. ......... . ..... . .. . ... . ....... .. ..... .. ..... . 100 
"Full credit given if p,ower p,ump is used, if same is sa tisfactorHy installed . 
Porm J Community Tren(ls 
}t,\TING I,'OR A SPIUNG 
Specifications Points Allowed 
Location 
Surface drainage .... . . .. . . . . . .. ........ . . ..... ... . ... .... . ... ........ 35 
Proximity to contamination .. .. ... .... . .... . . .................. ... . 35 
Construction 
Watertight walls .. ... . .. ........ .. ... . . ...... , ... .. , ... . .. , . .. .... . . 15 
Vi'ntertight cover ........ .................................. .... ...... 10 
Discharge of overflow ........... ,. . ............. . ... .. ............ . .. 5 
Total .............. . ............................... . .................... .. 100 
In built-up communities no credit is given to a spring as n drinking water snpply. 
Form K Con.munity Tren(ls 
RA'l'lN(} FOR CHF:l\lICAJ. OF REI"rIC TOILET 
Specifications Points Allowed 
Satisfactory constructiou ........ . ..... . ..... . ... . .......... .. .... . , ... . . 50 
Satisfactory provision for disposal of effluent . .. , .....................•.. 50 
Total ... . ............... ... .................. . . .. ........ . .... .. .......... 100 
Form L Community Trends 
RATING FOR PRIVIES 
Sl>ecifications Points Allowed 
Locution-at lower elevation than water supply. Satisfnctory distance 
from water supply, depeuding on nature of soil ... . .. . ....... . . , ., ... 40 
Construction 
Pit .....•...... . .... . ...... . .. . ...... . ... . .... . ........................ 25 
Ply-tight pit, riser, and seat ..................... . . .. ...... . ........ 25 
Ventilation of pit . . ................ .. ......... ..... ................. . ]0 
Total ..................... . ........................ . . . ... . ............... 100 
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FOl"lll }{ Community Trends 
RA'rING FOR FJ_TJSn 'l'OILl';'l'S 
1. Munieipa l se,Yerage system 
\Vhen connected to U1Ullieip,)l sewt'rage system .... ... .... .. .... . .... 100 
2. Private sewerage dispo8al 
Lo~atioll. '.rank Olncl subsurface filter Ioeated at eley,)tion below 
water supply and satisf;l('tory rlistanec c1emnnrlcr] h3' soil eOlHlitions .. 50 
Construction 
Pl'inlury treatment 01' settling' tHllk ................ , ................. 2:1 
Seeollc1ary treatluellt or suhsurface filtel'! ........... ..... ............ 25 
Total for enell of the t\\'o t,'pes ......... " ............... .... .... , .... . 100 
'1pnl1 credit is gin~~n IU'oyiJed a strernll wit,h Kufrteient tlilll[lOll, not l1sed for a 
drinking w ate r supply, is ayailable to receive tank eflluent. 
Publ£c Trallsportation.-The facts concerning bus and rail trans-
portation of passengers, and truck and rail movements of goods 
should be recorded on Form N, called "Public Transportation Fa-
cilities." Only those transportation services maintained for public 
use should be included, and only those which operate from or 
through the community center should be counted. In Community 
C the local people thought their community should have credit for 
the extensive transportation services operating over two state high-
ways, one of 'which passes through the northern part of their com-
munity area while the. other crosses the community close to its 
western boundary. These are from two to four miles from the 
community center. No credit was allovved for these. 
If the community has a railroad station the station agent will 
provide the information required. Otherwise local business men 
can furnish the data. 
Form N ('onl111unity Trends 
I'UUI_IC TR\NSPOR'.rA'I'ION 1·'''\CU_I'rIES 
('Ollll11Ul1it~· ••..•.........•.......•...•......... l"'eal' of .... .. ...... , ......... . 
1. Pnseng'el' Transportation (daily to, ancl, 01', from the eommunity) 
n. Auto BllS':' 
List of Bnsses Seats pel' lllls T ot" l Seats 
b. Rail 
List of passenger coaehes SNIts pH coach. 'l'otal Sc"ts 
Total "moYing' seats" per clay into :1l1f1. nr, out of tIle cOlnnlunity ........ ... . , 
Population ................. :\[oying sE'a ts pel' ('11 pita ............... .. 
2. ~rel'cbanc1ise Tr1111spol'tation 
a. ~rercbnl1dise llY "\.llto '1'1'n<:k 
List of 'l'rncks" LoacI eapaei!y (Tons) Total Load (Tons) 
11. Rail 
List of C'lrg T,ond capacity (TOllS) Total loua (Tons) 
'rotal tonnage JlE'l' d,)y illto, and, or, out of tbE' community .......... .. ... . . 
Populntion .............. . .. Tonnage pel' eapita ............... .. 
':'Does not include school bus. 
Rel·igiolls Actiz,'ities.--The measurement of religious activity used 
in this project is admittedly inadequate. Up to the present time it 
has not seemed feasible to apply standard measurements of reli-
gious education. The meagre facilities for such' education in these 
small communities makes formal measurements seem too formid-
able. Yet a more effective method of rating religious activities is 
needed. Form 0 calls for the seating capacity of the churches, the 
proportion of Sundays on vvhich a religious service was held, the 
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per cent of children attending Sunday School regularly, and the per 
cent of adults attending Church regularly. Either the ministers or 
the chnrch clerks will be the informants for the activities. 
COlnnl,mity '.rrf'ntls 
R1U.IGIOUS ACTIVITIES 
COlHmnIlit:r . . ...... ...... .. ....... .. .... ... ... . Year of ... ... ... .. ....... . .. . 
1. Senting capacity of ehnrches. 
Nantes of the ChUl'("h(!s Seating capacity 
~. Use of churCh buildings 
~n.nlf"S of the elalll'('h('s lloer CNl.t of Sundays 011 which a religions 
service was held 
3. Attendance of ch ild ren at SHnday School 
Nanlt"s of! the dlur(~hei"i No. of children (5-19 hwlusive) who at-
4. Attell,j'IIH,e of n<11lHs at "11111'("11 
Nau1es or the (·hur(·hes 
ten<le<l at l .. ast 50'10 of the time.'" 
No . .of a.(lults (20 yeat·s a'll(I over) who 
attended at least 500/0 ,o·f tIle thlle.':: 
':"rhis Ineans r)O'l~' ot' t he Herviees wliieh wel'p helu. 
Fire Protection and Pre'l'entiol1.-This is regarded as a very llTI-
portant item in the utilities and public services index. In addition 
to the prospective saving of life and property, this item appeals to 
community leaders as the basis for an effective community effort. 
The interests of all are affected, and especially those who own 
much property. The demands on the individual are relatively 
small, and are impersonal. The project can he carried on with 
very little preliminary education. Practice in the art of commu-
nity cooperation is thus fostered at comparatively small cost, while 
the benefits to the community are obvious to all. 
The cooperation of the Missouri State Fire Prevention Asso-
ciation* has made possible the inclusion of this item. In each com-
munity an annual fire prevention campaign is held. The county 
farm agent also has cooperated. Each year he has run motion pic-
ttu·es on fire prevention at the community meeting. This meeting 
forms the climax of the fire prevention campaign. 
Form P is used for the data. 
*Throllgh the Executive Secretary. J. Burr Taylor, 1330 Pierce Buildi>Ig, St. Louis. 
~1:issouri. 
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Form P Community Trends 
FmE PROTECTION AND PREVENTION 
Community _ _ ______ _ _ _ __ __ ___ _ _ _ __ ___ _ __ _ ___ _ _ _ Year oL ___ _________ _ 
Invitation to State Fire Prevention Association for Inspection of Buildings, and Listing of Hazards _______________________________________________ _ 
Per cent of the Above Fire Hazards Eliminated During the Year __________ _ 
Fire Protection 
Chemical Apparatus 60} 
¥~I:O~edern;~~~pepartment j8 -----------------------------------
Fire Alarm 10 
Points 
Allowed 
50 
50 
100 
Points 
Earned 
Comrnunit'j' Organilzation_--This item was added to the civic and 
religious index in the third year of the study. While far from ade-
quate as a measure of organized community effort, it represents a 
start in this direction. The fonn for collecting the necessary data 
is given below. 
Form Q Community 'rrends 
COMMUNITY-WIDE ORGANIZATION 
Name of Community ................. _ ....... _... . .. Year of ........... . 
Name of Organization reported ......... _ .. , .................................... . ..... . 
1. Number of .Community:wide projects undertaken, published by February 15, in: 
a. AgrIculture ....•................................................... 
b. Home-making . .. ......... . .... ... . . ......... . ... . ....... .. ........ . 
c. Civic and Educational _ ............ _ .............. . .............. . 
d. Social and Recreational ......................................... . 
2. NumbeIi under 15 years who took a definite prepared part in a community ac-
tivity .................•.. 
Number over ]5 years who took a definiile prepared part in a community ac-
tivity ................ . 
Total attendance for the year at all community-wide activities l'eluted to the work 
projects ............... .. 
3. a. Was an annual meeting held at which a commnnity report was made? . . ... ,. 
h. How many of the projects undertaken were completed.?., ......... , .. . 
Miscellaneous DQita,.-The five remaining items of data are too 
brief to warrant the use of a separate form for each. These are (1) 
all-weather roads, (2) use of the franchise, (3) seating capacity of 
the community hall, (4) bank resources, and (5) household wealth. 
Form R is used to collect these miscellaneous data. 
Form R C.o,lnnkunity Treu<ls 
lUISCELLANEOUS DATil 
Community ............................ ,', ...... , Year ............... ' , ...... . 
1. a. Total Miles of roads in the community (including the village) ........... , ... . 
b. Number of l\files of above which are all-weather roads ............... . 
2. Number of legally qualified voters who voted ...................................... .. 
Name of Election Number of Votes Cast 
3. Normal seating capacity of tile largest building 01' room used: for community 
gatherings 
Name of Building 01' Room Normal Seating Capaeity 
4. Total resonrces of the bank located in this community ..... , ...... , ....... , .... . 
5. Assessed Valuatlon* 
Real Property (farm aud town lots) ......... . .................................. .. 
Personal property '. . ...... , ...•............. , ............. ,. . _ •• ' .............. . 
*This is the valuation after the State Board of Equalization has made its anjust-
ments. The valuation of merchant's stock is not included. 
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Outline and Computation of All Data.--Each of th/" five index 
number series will now be listed. Wherever the computation of 
the results is not obvious the exact procedure will be given. 
The Public School lndex.-··Ten items or components are used in 
thi~ index number. These are given below. 
1. Per cent of school population, as enumerated, (i. e., 6-19 
yrs. inc.) attending school daily. 
2. Average number of days attended by each child of school 
age (6-19 yrs. inc.). 
i1. Average number of days schools were kept open. 
4. Per cent that High School attendance was of total attend-
ance. 
5. 
n. 
I" 
I. 
S. 
fl. 
Per cent of elementary school teachers 
who had six or more years of training 
above the eighth grade. 
Per cent of secondary school teachers 
who had eight or more years of train-
ing above the eighth grade. 
1 Avecag' 
A verage annual expenditures per child attending. 
Average annual expenditure per child of school age (enu-
mera tion). 
A verage semi-monthly 
Expenditure per pupil 
salaries. 
expenditure per teacher employed. 
for purposes other that teachers' 
1 n. Expenditures per teacher for salaries (average monthly). 
The formulae for computing these components are as [oilows. 
Thehg-nres from 1 to 10 refer to the items, in order. 
ll\"el'u:,;::e Ilnily ntt.ell(lall(~r' 
1.- -- -t~;;l '~;;_;;_;;~;;;ti~_; ' 
:l:,rg'l'e:.;:atc (lays of httenc1nn('~ 
- - - totilCe'lUIl1Pl'atioll 
2 
1f'1l.~"t1! of term in t'lays 
2 
avernge daily attenclnu("e in lligl! ~('ll(lol 
, X 3 
avera:;:e dail>' nttent'lance in nil scllool" 
p€'r ppnt el~mentnry teaCilel'R haYing 6 or more )'l'~, trnining above 8th grade + 
pel' "('nt seeondnry teaehers having- R or mol'€' yelll'S training nhoye 8th gr:lt'l€' 
.,. - - - - - ,,-- - --,,-
2 
"total expenses of conflncting- Rel)()ol" (se€' report to Co. SUJlt.) 
G.----·· .----.---.--... ------ .-
7. 
~. 
Hverag-e (laily attendance 
"toial expenses of condueting Reltool" (see report to Co, Supt.) 
total enumeration 
"totnl expenses of conducting school" (see l'eport to Co. Supt.) 
total teaehers employed 
24 
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expenditures for purposes otller tban s ;ll n l'ies 
~ X2 
average daily attend~ln('e 
expenditures for salaries 
total teachers employed 
111.-. 
12 
The public school index rating is more complicated than the 
others. For those who are interested in the detailed standards in-
volved the following statements are appended to show what would 
be true of a school system if it received a rating of 100. 
,".a In c en ter cd 
in index 
1. One hnndred per cen t of the cLilelren of sehool age WOllIe1 
attend school and all would have perfect atrendnllt'C ...................... JOe) 
Each child would nttend school 2()() days ... nch yenr ........................ 100 
a. '.rhe school ternl ,,·ould be 200 da~Ts .. .•.. .... .•. . . ... .. .... ..... ... ..... . 100 
4. Thlrty·three and one ·third per cent of the pupils would be in high 
school ..................................................................... JOn 
'J. One hundred per cent of the elementary school teachers woul<l 
have six or more years of training ahove the eighth grade, an d 
one hundred per cent of the secondary ~chool teachers would· hay" 
eight or more years of training nbove the eigllth gr'Hle . .. .. .. ........... ... 100 
6. Tbe annual expenditure would average $100 for each child in aver· 
age attendance .. . ... . ... .... . ......... ...... .. ... . . ....... .. ... . . .. .. . . . .. 100 
7. The annual expenditure would average $100 for each child of school 
a ge ........................................................................ 100 
S. The expenditures would amount to $200 per month for each 
teacher employed . . .......... .... . . .. .. ........ ... . . ... .. . ... ... .. ...... ... 100 
9. The expenditures for purposes other tha n teaching would amount 
to $50 per yea r pet' child attending . ..... .... .. . . ... ... . .. . .. ........ .. '" .100 
10. Teacbers' salaries would average $100 per month for 12 mont hs 
in the year .... ... .. . ........ . ......... . .. .. .. .. ....... .. ..... .. . .. ..... ... 100 
Total divided by IO-the index number .. .. . . . .. .. ..... .. ...... ... ... .. . ... lOU 
\iVhen the components have been computed by means of the 
formulae given the average of the 10 items is taken as the public 
school index number. 
The Health Inde .•. -Nine components, as follows, comprise the 
index rating. 
1. Per cent rating of school sanitation 
2. Per cent rating of drinking water supply (families) 
3. Per cent rating of sewage disposal (families) 
4. Per cent of school children vaccinated for small pox 
5. Per cent of school children immunized against diphtheria 
6. Per cent of school children given medical and dental 111-
spection 
7. Per cent rating of sickness-free days (per family) 
8. Per cent of communicable diseases reported to State Board 
of Health. 
9. Per cent of quarantinable diseases quarantined. 
Item 1 is the result secured by averaging the sanitary ratings 
(Form E) of the several schools of the community. 
Item 2 is the average of family drinking water supply ratings 
taken from Forms F to J inclusive. 
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Item 3 is the average of the family sewage disposal ratings 
taken from Forms K to M inclusive. 
Items 4, 5, and 6 are entered as the direct percentage of the 
5chool children who have, at the time of study, an effective vaccina-
tion for small pox, or immunization for diphtheria, or who have 
bad, during the current school year, a medical and dental inspection. 
Form D shows the computation of these data. 
Item 7 is found by tabulating the second question on the back 
l\f the household census card. Knowing the number of families 
in the community one can easily figure the average number of days 
lost per family, for the year, due to sickness The percentage rat-
ing for the community is then read off by use of the following scale 
c1eveloped for this purpose. 
]Iays Lost pel' Family pel' Percentage 
Year, Throngh Sickness Rating 
10 ... . ..... . ...... . ......•.... • .......•.... • .• .. .. . ................. 100 
11 ......... . ...... . ........... .. ... . .......... . . . ........ . .......... S5 
12 .. .. .... . .............................................. .. ......... 90 
13 ... . .............................................................. 85 
14 ••. • ••..•••••... • •.•••. • .••.••.•••.•.•...• • •••••••.•.•.. • •••• ••. .• RO 
15 . . . . ...... . .... . •... . . .. ................. . . .. ...... . . . . . . . . .. .. ... 75 
16 ......... . ............. . ................................ . . . . . ..... 70 
17 ..................•......................... . ......... . .•.. • ...... 6.5 
18 ......... . . ... . . . . ....... . ... . ..... . . . ........ . ......... . ... . .... . 60 
19 .................•.. • .... • .... . . . • ........... . .... . ....... . ....... 55 
20 ........ .. ............................................. .. ......... 50 
21 ................................ . . .. .............................. 45 
2'2 .......... ... . .. ....................... .. ... . ....... .... ...... . ... 40 
23 .. .. .... . .................................. .. .................... 3.~ 
~ :::::: ::::::::::::::::::::::: ~ :::::: : ~ :::::: .. ::~:: .. :::::::::: ::::: ~g 
2G ............................... . .................................. 20 
27 .... . ............... . ............ .. .......................... .. ... 15 
28 ........ . ... . . . ....... . ...... . ..•.. • .......... . ......... . ... . ..... 1() 
29 .................... . ... .. ................... .. ................... 5 
3() ................................................. .. ............... 0 
This is an arbitary scale based on the experience of the study. The 
result is a "percentage" rating only because the data are referred 
to a scale extending from zero to 100. 
Items 8 and 9 are found by listing the reports of communicable 
disease and quarantine found on the back of the Household Census 
card, and then checking with the County Health officer's records 
to see what proportion had been quarantined. 
The health index number is the average of the nine health com-
ponents. 
The Utilities and Public Scr<'Jices h1!dex.--Seven components are 
used for this measurement. 
1. Per cent of all-weather roads. 
2. Per cent of homes having a telepl}one. 
;3. Per cent of homes to which power current is available. 
4. Per cent of homes to which light current or gas is available. 
5. Bus and rail transportation (passenger). 
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6. Truck and rail transportation (commodity). 
7. Fire protection and prevention. 
Item 1 is taken from Form R. It is the proportion which all-
'weather roads are of the total road mileage in the community (in-
cluding the village). 
Items 2, H, and 4 come from the Family Schedule (Form B) . 
Each is a simple percentage computation. 
Item 5 needs explanation. Form N, called "Public Transpor-
tation Facilities", furnishes the data. The unit of measurement is 
the M o~'i1'lg seOot pe·r da'y. If a public bus each day, with ten seats, 
enters the community this should be counted as 10 moving seals. 
And if the bus also leaves the community 10 more moving seats 
should be c,ounted. The same applies to rail coaches or to any 
other public conveyance. The specific rating to be entered as item 
five is the number of moving seats per capita, per day, in bun-
dredths, times 2. 
Item 6 is handled very much as item 5. The unit of measure-
ment is the available tonnage for commoditi.es into, and, or, out of, 
the community, per day. This applies to both truck and rail serv-
lce. Specifically this result is entered as the available tonnage per 
capita, per day, in hundredths. 
Item 7 also nc;eds comment. Two hundred points have been 
allotted to this item because of its importance. By reference to the 
index number results, as found in Section III, it wiII be seen hovv 
credits are distributed. An invitation to the Missouri State Fire 
Prevention Association to inspect the public and commercial build-
ings of the community is given 50 points. Another credit of 50 
points as a maximum is given if all the fire hazards found the pre-
, .. ious year have been eliminated. If not the community receives 
that proportion of 50 which corresponds to the per cent of hazards 
eliminated. The State Fire Prevention Association checks up on 
hazards eliminated and furnishes the necessary data annually. Fin-
ally the community receives a possible 100 points for protective de-
vices as foIIows: For a chemical apparatus mounted on a truck, 
60 points; for an organized volunteer fire department with names 
and phone numbers posted in the telephone exchange, 20 points; 
for the enforcement of a standard set of fire ordinances, 10 points; 
"nd for the possession of a fire alarm located at the telephone ex-
change, 10 points. 
The utilities and public services index number is found by 
totaling the ratings of the seven components and dividing by 8 
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(since the fire prevention and protection item receives a possible 
200 points). 
The Finance, ~Vealth and Trade Index.-Six components are used · 
in this index, as follows. 
1. Per capita bank resources. 
2. Per cent of homes having an automobile. 
3. Per cent of homes having a radio. 
4. Per cent of families trading regularly in the village. 
5. Per cent of family expenditures (for goods and s.eryices) 
expended in the village. 
G. Household wealth. 
The first step of item 1 is computed by dividing the total bank 
resources of the banks in the community, as secured from the office 
of the Missouri State Finance Commission, by the population of 
the community. Experience with the rural communities in this 
study shows that such a per capita figure may fall between two 
hundred and thre,e hundred dollars for the best-served communities. 
Consequently we have adopted three hundred dollars as the stand-
ard of measurement, equivalent to a rating of 100 points. The re-
sult to be entered for item one is therefore the per capita bank re-
sources divided by 3. 
Items 2, 3, and 4 are simple percentage figures based on ques-
tions found in the family schedule (Form B). Item 2 comes from 
question 3, and item 3 from question 2. Item 4 comes from q l",es-
tion 8. In this case it should be noted that both parts of question 
8 must be answered yes in order to count the given family as trad-
ing "regularly" in the village. 
As to item 5 the necessary data come from questioll 8 on the 
family schedule. The fraction which is checked in question 8 is 
changed to a percentage when it is tabulated. These percentages 
are totaled for the community (or the sample of the community 
used) and that result is divided by the numher of families involved. 
Item 5 is therefore entered as the family average of question 8. 
Item 6 is the average household w.ealth. The county clerk vvill 
furnish the data. The figure wanted is the total assessed valuatilin 
of both real and personal property, after the State Board of Equali-
zation has made its adjustments. The valuation of merchants' 
stocks is not included. The assessed valuation is divided by the 
number of households in the community, and then, in order to re-
duce this figure to a base where 100 would represent a high, stand-
ard rating, the result secured is divided by 150. This method of com-
putation has been used because it was found that the most wealthy 
community in the study, under normal conditions, would have a 
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rating of neady 100. The community mentioned was therefore 
taken as representing a desirable standard for this item. 
The finance, wealth, and trade index is the average of the six 
components just described. 
The Civic and Religious Jndex.-Eight components are used 111 
this index. 
1. Community-wide Organization 
a. Plan of work projects 
b. Participation of local people 
c. Results 
2. Per cent of voters who voted 
;1. Per c.ent of homes own\.!d by the occupants 
4. Per cent seating capacity of community hall 
5. Per cent seating capacity of all churches 
6. Per cent of Sundays the churches were used 
7. Per cent of children (5-19 inc.) who attended Sunday 
School regularly 
8. Per cent of adults (20 yrs . and over) who attended church 
regularly 
The computation of item 1 is simple but rather lengthy. Sub-
division a. may receive a possible 100 points, subdivision h. a pos-
sible 200 points and subdivision c. a possible 100 points. Each di-
VISIOn is computed by noting the extent to which the elements 
which compose it approach given standards. There is presented 
below a detailed outline of this whole community-wide organiza-
tion item to show the specific ratings assigned to each subdivision 
Ca .. b. and c.) and to each element within each subdivision. 
1. Conununit:.r-wide Ol'A'n.niza.tion 
a. An anuual' C:Olllll1ll11ity-wi<le pIau of work·project.s. pllllli"llpc] 1l~' 
February 15*, r.overing the following: 
Agriculture (standard iH 4 projects) ... . .... .. ........... ... ~~, 
Po!';sihle 
Points 
Home Making- (stanchrd is 4 projectH) .. _ ...... .. ........... 2:) 
Civic and Educationnl (stnnnard is 4 projects) ............ 25 100 
Social nnd. Recreatioual (stnndard is 4 projects) .. .... ...... 2::; 
b. Participation of Local reo pIe 
Number under 1i} years taking partt (standard-100 persons) 50 
Number over 15 years taking partt (standard-1OO persons) 50 200 
Attendanc~ at meetings (stnndnrd-4 meetings per person . 
per year) ..... .... . _ ..... _ .. ....... ... ........ .... .... . .. 100 
c. Results 
Annual meeting nnd report .. . ........................ . .. .. .. ~O 
Pel' cent of projects undertaken which were pompletcc] ...... 50 100 
*This includes a full complement of officers and committeemen . 
tDefillite prepared pa.rt in a community activit)", 
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Bv havino' the necessary data of the organization or organiza-
, b • 
lions concerned, (Form Q) and by observing the amount of POSS1-
ble credit assigned to each element, there should be no difficulty in 
computing the rating for each of the three subdivisions. To explain 
each detail of the co.mputatiol1S her,e seems to be unnecessary, and 
would DrOve to be tedious. 
Ite·m 2 is the percent of th(' qualified voters (persons 21 years 
of age and over) who voted at the annual school election. If state, 
national or other elections were held during the year these should 
be included, and the average of the votes cast in all elections is 
used as the measure of the use of the franchise. 
Item 3 comes from question 7 on the Family Schedule. This 
refers to legal ownership or rental, and has no relation to financial 
incumbrances on the home. It is computed as the percent which 
owned homes are of all homes in the community. 
Item 4 computed as foNows: the normal seating capacity of the 
community hall is divided by the population five years of age and over, 
and this result is multiplied by 3. This computation is based on 
the assumption (used as the standard) that a community hall ought 
to provide a seat for one-third of the community population five 
years of age and over. 
Item 5 is computed exactly as in item 4. The seating capacity 
is the tota l for all churches combined. 
Item 6 is the average of the percent of Sundays the several 
churches were used during the year. 
Items 7 and 8 use the word regulCfirly which means at least 50% 
of the Sundays. These percentages are easily figured from the 
data fonnd on the Religious Activities form (Form 0). 
The civic and religious in~ex number involves a possible total 
rating of 1100 points, due to the fact that the community-wide or-
ganization item has been assigned 400 points. Therefore. the index 
number in this case is found by dividing the total ratings received 
hy eleven. 
The COmlI11l11if:\' Index NU/1lber.-Having derived each of the five 
separate index numbers , the Community Index is found by adding 
these together and dividing by five. 
Reporting the Res·ults to the Community.--A separate wall chart 
for each of the five ind·ex number results should be prepared in a 
form large enough for display. Another chart giving the summary, 
and shcJ\\'ing the final community index number (see Table 8) wil 
be needed. All figures should be rounded to the nearest whole num-
her, as decimals are confusing to the community audiences. Some 
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person familiar with the data should explain the charts. Plenty 
of time should be reserved for discussion from the floor, since this 
is perhaps the most effective way of impressing the community rat-
ings upon the people. 
Development of Community Programs.-No attempt to plan 
programs should be made at the time the annual results are present-
ed to the community. This matter should be turned over to the 
continuation committee for careful consideration. The county 
farm agent, the county home demonstration agent, officers of the 
local government, members of the school board, ministers, teachers, 
(lr other persons who are interested, or ought to be interested, in 
planning community projects, based on the findings, may be in-
vited to sit veith the continuation committee. Local conditions 
will of course determine the method of procedure. The larger ob-
jective is to stimulate constructive and continuous community-
wide action in planning and in carrying out projects of commu-
nity interest. 
